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'•TRENDS IN L.A.C.C. GRADUATES,' 1962-1975". 



PDRPOSE OF THE STODY ' 

Since the first graduation ^remony In 1931, •L.A.C.C. has 
awiirded A^;A. degrees to socae 50,000 students^ Research Study ?^72~15 
azuilyzed ^trends in certain characteristics of graduates over the 
period froia 1962 to 1972 » The purpose of the present study is to 
txfidate that Information. * . - 



PROCEDCBE OF THE STUDY - , - , » 

^ Each year, the graduation clerks^ In the Admissions Office tally 
the nus^ers of graduates according to sex, day or evening status, 
Jaztoary or June completion, .and major* These tallies form the , 
basis for most of the findings of' this study. Comparative .inform- 
atioQ from other California Community Colleges was obtained from 
tije n. S. ^ffice of Education Higher Education^ General Information 
Survey IX and "Fall 1973 Enrollments in HlgW EducatioiiVl published 
by the State of California Department of' Finance. • ^ * 



FISDIHGS ^ * 

Table 1 presents selected L.A.C.C* graduation statistics fo^ 
the years 1962 liirough 1975. '' Included are total number of gradtiaties, 
percent of day^ evening and total college enrollment, number and per- 
cent day and evening, number and percent ^male, number and percent 
coup leting^ requirements in June, nunier and percent occupational^ 
wijors. Figures 1-6 present some of this .Infonftatlon graphically. 

Table 2 indicates numbers of ^majors in 'all stated areas, 
totaled by department and by fouir year or two year 'status, for 
the past twelve years • . , . * 

Table 3 shows numbers of 1974 graduates and Fall 1973 total 
enrollment (the miost recent available figures) for all 96 California 
Conromity Colleges, and' Indicates rankings for enrollment, nimiber 
of g^radua^es and percents (graduates, divided by enrollments.) 
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FIGDRS 6 • AA Degree Recipients at lACC: Percent Occupational Majors 
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71- . 5i4if flff/?// 

72 5 2? crry 

73 5 0 

7* 5'Z? WF5>1 

75 5>I^r f'/?>l// 

76 5 tT 2?Fi;2'i4 

77 5>Ii7 J-a5iS' 
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SBMKARY AND CONCLUSIONS , 

This study presents some comparative statistics concerning re- 
^ciple^ts of A.A. degrees .at L.A.C.C. over the gast fourteen years. 
Information was obtained from L,A.C.G. cAdmlsslons Office Graduation 
Statistics bulletins, with some comparison <Jata for other colleges 

• obtained from governmental publications. 

' * ^ ' 

^ , It Is believed that most of the data used in the study are te- 
llable. Data pertaini'Dg to majors, however, should be interpreted 
with caution for several reasons. Over the years considered in the 
study, some majors were created, s'ome eliminated, some renamed. Also 
the ioajor "Co liege Transfer" was inaugurated as a general term for 
those who met basic requirements' for the A.A.' degree but did not 
indicate a specif |.c major. ^Nevertheless, broad\ trends in majors 

* over the twelve year period indicated by the data should, have reason- 
able validity. 

Following are some observations on the data: ^ V 

' (1) The decade from 1964 to JL974 showed a .steady^\increase 
in number of graduates, almost doubling' over that 
period* In 1975, however, that trend seemed to come , 
' . ' to an abrupt end with the 1975 total 157. below the 
1974 total. ' '-s , 

(2> A corresponding drop '.from 1974 to 1975 was noted in 
percent of total enrollment obtainingr degrees. With 
enrollaient at an all-time high and number ^of degrees 
dropping, it appe^s that :th;pi .attainment of an A.A. 
degree as a goal is becoming less, popular. ^ 

(3) Since 1972, more females -1:han males have been awarded 
A. A. degrees each year'. The reverse was true for the 
preceding ten* years. These statistics reflect recent 
enrollment trends. ^ 

(4) About 6J% of the 1975 graduates completed theit work 
in. JunCji 407. in January. This ra^tio has been relative- 
ly constant over^the fourteen yeai? period. 

. ^ - " ' ^ \ 

' (5) One fourth of the\l975 graduates jjrere identified as 

evening students, \a sizable drop from 1974, reversing 
an increasing trend. 

, I . ' 

(6) About 40%vof the 1975 graduates completed a two year 
. occupational major, a figure slightly below the 1974 
percentage. 
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STJMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (cbutinued) ^ . * • 

(7) With regard to specific majors, discernible recent^ 

. tjpward trends can be noted in Architecture (4- :^ear) , 
Child Development (2 year) , Law (2 year) , Music (4 year) , 
Psychology (2. year and 4 year); downward trends in 

* Dental Technician (2 year) , Earth Sciences (4 year) y 
Engineering (2 year) , English (4 year) , Social Sci-< 
eaces (4 ypar) , 
* 

(8) In comparison with other Califomfa Community Colleges 
in X974, L.A.C^C. ranked fourth (of 9$) in number of 
A*A*, degrees awarded, and twenty ninth in ratio of ' 

- ' nuaber of degrees to enrollment. # 
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